
Ali et al.: The relevance of istitabat al-‘Arab to animal-based food sources in Malaysia. 

- 313 - 

QUANTUM JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 6(6): 313-321. 

eISSN: 2716-6481 

https://doi.org/10.55197/qjssh.v6i6.926 

THE RELEVANCE OF ISTITĀBAT AL-‘ARAB TO ANIMAL-
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Abstract. The principle of Istitābat al-‗Arab, traditionally used in Islamic jurisprudence to determine the 

permissibility of matters where explicit Qur‘anic or ḥadīth-based evidence is lacking, remains 

underexplored in Malaysia‘s contemporary halal regulatory framework, particularly in addressing the 

complexities of modern animal-based food production. However, the principle of Istitābat al-‗Arab, 

though historically developed for determining the legality of ambiguous practices in the absence of 

explicit textual evidence, has not been thoroughly explored in the context of Malaysia‘s growing 

complexities in animal-based food production. This paper aims to explore the relevance of the principle 

of Istitābat Al-‗Arab to contemporary issues of animal-based food sources in Malaysia by examining how 

this classical Islamic legal mechanism, used to assess permissibility in the absence of explicit textual 

evidence, can be applied to modern uncertainties surrounding halal status. This study employed a 

qualitative review analysis methodology to investigate the relevance of the principle of Istitābat al-‗Arab 

in contemporary issues related to animal-based food sources in Malaysia. The review analysis reveals 

several Relevance of the Principle of Istitābat Al-‗Arab to Contemporary Issues of Animal-Based Food 

Sources in Malaysia, including: (a) Reaffirmation of Istitābat al-‗Arab as a Supplementary Legal 

Principle, (b) Divergent Scholarly Interpretations in Contemporary Contexts, (c) Limited Integration 

within Malaysia‘s Halal Governance System; and (d) Contemporary Relevance for Emerging Food 

Technologies. In conclusion, the principle of Istitābat al-‗Arab holds significant potential to enrich 

Malaysia‘s halal regulatory framework by addressing ambiguities in animal-based food sources where 

explicit textual guidance is absent. Future research should explore how Istitābat al-‗Arab can be 

operationalized across emerging food sectors, and how collaboration between Islamic jurists, scientists, 

and policy actors can ensure both religious authenticity and practical compliance in Malaysia‘s evolving 

halal ecosystem. 

Keywords: Istitābat al-‘Arab, halal certification Malaysia, Islamic jurisprudence food, halal animal 

feed, fiqh al-at’imah 

Introduction 

The principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab, traditionally used in Islamic jurisprudence to 

determine the permissibility of matters where explicit Qur‘anic or ḥadīth-based 

evidence is lacking, remains underexplored in Malaysia‘s contemporary halal regulatory 

framework, particularly in addressing the complexities of modern animal-based food 

production. This includes issues like ambiguous ingredient origins, use of animal by-

products, and the transformation of substances through processes like istihalah, all of 

which raise questions about halal status that could benefit from a principle like Istitābat 

al-‘Arab (Miswanto and Musaffa, 2023). Malaysia‘s halal governance, though 

advanced, often emphasizes certification protocols and fatwa rulings without fully 

engaging classical interpretive tools for novel cases (Edris, 2021). Additionally, 

emerging issues such as the halal status of animal feed and imported ingredients 
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underscore the need for more nuanced jurisprudential analysis beyond administrative 

standards (Saidin et al., 2024). 

However, the principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab, though historically developed for 

determining the legality of ambiguous practices in the absence of explicit textual 

evidence, has not been thoroughly explored in the context of Malaysia‘s growing 

complexities in animal-based food production. As Malaysia advances toward becoming 

a global halal hub, novel challenges have emerged, including the use of animal by-

products in processed foods, ambiguous sources of ingredients, and inconsistencies in 

halal certification practices, requiring renewed scrutiny through classical principles like 

Istitābat al-‘Arab. Studies have highlighted ongoing concerns with halal risk in animal 

feed chains, where improper practices can compromise the halal integrity of the end 

product (Saidin et al., 2024), the transformation of najis to halal through istihalah in 

food processing (Miswanto and Musaffa, 2023), ethical oversight in halal product 

certification (Edris, 2021), and the use of ethanol and animal bones in imported food 

products (Mustapa et al., 2025). These realities call for an updated fiqh-based 

framework that can integrate traditional legal reasoning like Istitābat al-‘Arab to ensure 

the continued integrity of halal food for Malaysia‘s Muslim majority. 

This paper aims to explore the relevance of the principle of Istitābat Al-‘Arab to 

contemporary issues of animal-based food sources in Malaysia by examining how this 

classical Islamic legal mechanism, used to assess permissibility in the absence of 

explicit textual evidence, can be applied to modern uncertainties surrounding halal 

status. As Malaysia navigates challenges like ambiguous ingredient origins, imported 

animal derivatives, and concerns over halal integrity in feed supply chains, the 

application of Istitābat al-‘Arab offers a juristic tool to address gaps not covered by 

existing fatwas or certification standards (Saidin et al., 2024). Furthermore, as the 

transformation of impure substances into halal products through istihalah becomes more 

common in food production, this principle can help guide decisions in cases where 

textual sources remain silent or inconclusive (Miswanto and Musaffa, 2023). 

 

Literature review 

The principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab is a key method for determining the legality of 

animal-based food sources in Malaysia, particularly in situations where explicit textual 

evidence from the Qur‘an or ḥadīth is not available. This principle draws upon local 

Arabic customs and practices, providing flexibility in the application of Islamic dietary 

laws as it relates to contemporary food sourcing and consumption challenges. In 

Malaysia, the halal certification system serves as a crucial framework to ensure that 

food products comply with Islamic principles, influencing consumer behavior 

significantly (Agustian et al., 2023; Oemar et al., 2023a; Usman et al., 2021). Research 

highlights a correlation between awareness of halal certification and the intention to 

obtain it, underscoring how consumer knowledge impacts the legal status of food 

products under Islamic law. As Istitābat al-‘Arab is dependent on local customs 

aligning with halal criteria, it plays a vital role in defining what is permissible or 

prohibited in modern dietary practices. Moreover, the integration of Istitābat al-‘Arab 

with Maqasid al-Sharīʿah principles is essential to the contemporary halal certification 

process, which aims not only to comply with Islamic law's spirit but also to respond to 

Malaysian socio-economic realities. The work by Hasan and Latif supports the need for 

a holistic halal certification model rooted in these principles, ensuring that products 

fulfill legal mandates while also promoting social welfare (Hasan and Abd Latif, 2024). 
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By comprehending Maqasid al-Sharīʿah, halal market stakeholders can align their 

operations with the ethical tenets of Islamic law, enhancing both sustainability and 

community welfare. 

As the halal certification landscape evolves, self-declaring halal certifications are 

becoming increasingly vital for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in Malaysia. 

Research by Agustian et al. acknowledges the role of Istitābat al-‘Arab in assisting 

SMEs with the halal certification process, emphasizing how adherence to Islamic values 

can improve marketability and consumer trust (Syu‘aibi, 2023; Ikomatussuniah and 

Maler, 2021). This trend reflects a broader shift towards inclusivity and adaptation of 

Islamic legal principles in response to modern economic practices, resonating with 

ongoing discussions about Islamic economic models (Mokodenseho et al., 2024; 

Karimullah, 2023; Suryani et al., 2023). Thus, the relevance of Istitābat al-‘Arab to 

contemporary issues surrounding animal-based food sources in Malaysia encompasses 

legal, cultural, and ethical dimensions. By utilizing this principle alongside robust halal 

certification strategies, Malaysia can effectively manage the complexities of modern 

food systems while adhering to Islamic dietary requirements. Furthermore, greater 

scholarly engagement is needed to standardize the application of Istitābat al-‘Arab 

across various food industries, ensuring consistency and minimizing ambiguities in 

halal rulings. Collaboration between religious authorities, food scientists, and industry 

stakeholders can enhance the reliability of halal assessments, especially in emerging 

sectors like biotechnology and synthetic meat. As Malaysia aspires to lead the global 

halal economy, embracing dynamic interpretive tools like Istitābat al-‘Arab ensures the 

adaptability and integrity of its halal certification system in an ever-changing food 

landscape. 

Materials and Methods 

This study employed a qualitative review analysis methodology to investigate the 

relevance of the principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab in contemporary issues related to animal-

based food sources in Malaysia. The review process involved systematic searches of 

academic databases such as Scopus, Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, and ResearchGate 

using keywords including ―Istitābat al-‘Arab,‖ ―halal certification Malaysia,‖ ―Islamic 

jurisprudence food,‖ ―istihalah,‖ ―halal animal feed,‖ and ―fiqh al-at’imah.‖ Literature 

was selected based on its relevance to Islamic legal principles, Malaysia‘s halal 

regulatory framework, and contemporary food production challenges, with an emphasis 

on peer-reviewed journal articles, recent fatwa discourses, and credible policy reports 

published between 2018 and 2025. Studies were included if they addressed theoretical 

interpretations of Istitābat al-‘Arab, its practical implications, or broader ethical and 

legal challenges in halal food production. Irrelevant or duplicate entries were excluded. 

Selected literature was thematically analyzed to identify patterns, gaps, and 

interdisciplinary linkages between classical jurisprudential concepts and modern halal 

governance in Malaysia. 

Results and Discussion 

The review analysis reveals several Relevance of the Principle of Istitābat Al-‘Arab 

to Contemporary Issues of Animal-Based Food Sources in Malaysia, including: (a) 

Reaffirmation of Istitābat al-‘Arab as a Supplementary Legal Principle, (b) Divergent 
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Scholarly Interpretations in Contemporary Contexts, (c) Limited Integration within 

Malaysia‘s Halal Governance System; and (d) Contemporary Relevance for Emerging 

Food Technologies. 

 

Reaffirmation of Istitābat al-‘Arab as a supplementary legal principle 

The findings reveal that the principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab continues to hold juristic 

significance as a supplementary tool in determining the halal or haram status of animal-

based food products that lack explicit textual evidence. Malaysian Shāfi‗ī scholars view 

it as a complementary interpretive principle that works in harmony with qiyās (analogy) 

and ‗urf(custom), particularly in assessing ambiguous food categories such as insects, 

amphibians, or processed animal derivatives. This finding underscores the adaptability 

of Istitābat al-‘Arab in providing ethical and legal clarity in situations where modern 

food production methods exceed the scope of traditional textual rulings. Moreover, the 

recognition of this principle strengthens the moral foundation of Malaysia‘s halal 

certification by embedding spiritual accountability within legal reasoning. 

Consequently, it demonstrates that Istitābat al-‘Arab can function as an ethical 

safeguard to ensure food practices align with both divine guidance and cultural 

sensibilities. Istitābat al-‘Arab serves as a vital legal mechanism for determining the 

permissibility of animal-based foods in the absence of direct textual evidence from the 

Qur'an or ḥadīth. In the context of Malaysia, where halal certification plays a crucial 

role in the food industry, the application of Istitābat al-‘Arab assists in ensuring 

compliance with Islamic dietary laws. The significance of halal certification is 

underscored by its contributions to operational performance for small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) engaged in halal food production, thus indicating a broader socio-

economic impact (Rafiuddin et al., 2024; Husin et al., 2021) and legitimizing food 

sources under Malaysian standards (Sari et al., 2021). Beyond serving as a legal 

reference, this principle strengthens the moral foundation of halal assurance systems by 

embedding ethical consciousness into business practices. Consequently, Istitābat al-

‘Arab reinforces both religious and economic integrity, ensuring that halal certification 

upholds the values of trust (amanah) and transparency within Malaysia‘s food 

ecosystem. 

Moreover, the integration of Istitābat al-‘Arab in contemporary food sourcing 

addresses the complexities of modern global halal supply chains, facilitating better food 

safety and sustainability practices critical in today‘s market (Bux et al., 2022). 

Enhancing halal certification protocols through established methodologies ensures both 

consumer protection and adherence to Islamic dietary principles (Oemar et al., 2023b; 

Sakti and Ramadhani, 2023). Incorporating this principle allows halal authorities to 

respond effectively to emerging challenges such as food fraud, contamination, and 

ethical concerns in sourcing. It also provides a jurisprudential foundation for 

harmonizing scientific validation with Shariah-based decision-making, thereby 

strengthening Malaysia‘s reputation as a global leader in halal governance. Ultimately, 

Istitābat al-‘Arab bridges the gap between traditional legal thought and the evolving 

demands of the global halal market, ensuring that Islamic dietary integrity remains 

resilient in the face of modern challenges. 

 

Divergent scholarly interpretations in contemporary contexts 
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The study identifies a divergence of opinion among Malaysian Islamic jurists 

regarding the modern application of Istitābat al-‘Arab. Some scholars limit its scope to 

the early Arab cultural framework, arguing that the principle was historically tied to 

Arab customs and perceptions of purity (ṭayyib) and impurity (khabīth). Conversely, 

others advocate for its reinterpretation to address current issues such as lab-grown meat, 

synthetic animal protein, and genetically modified livestock. This finding highlights the 

need for renewed ijtihād and multidisciplinary dialogue between jurists, scientists, and 

policymakers to contextualize Istitābat al-‘Arab in light of technological evolution in 

the food industry. The divergence of interpretation reflects the dynamic and evolving 

nature of fiqh al-at’imah (food jurisprudence) in modern Islamic thought. Such 

scholarly discourse promotes intellectual diversity and ensures that Islamic rulings 

remain contextually relevant to emerging ethical challenges in food technology. The 

principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab is crucial in determining the legality of food sources 

derived from animals when explicit textual evidence from the Qur'an or ḥadīth is absent. 

This principle allows for broader interpretations of halāl dietary guidelines, especially in 

contemporary Malaysia, where consumer demand for halal food is increasing despite 

often lacking comprehensive regulations (Ng et al., 2022). Trust and ethical sourcing 

are paramount in halal certification, reinforcing the need for product integrity and 

quality assurance, which are essential for fostering consumer confidence in a market 

where misinformation can proliferate (Faisal et al., 2024). Moreover, Istitābat al-‘Arab 

strengthens the link between Shariah compliance and social accountability by ensuring 

that ethical values are embedded throughout the food production process. It also 

provides a framework for jurists and industry players to address ambiguities in 

emerging food products, maintaining both religious authenticity and market 

transparency. 

Furthermore, advancements in technology and regulation, such as blockchain for 

traceability, enhance operational standards in halal food management, ensuring 

compliance with the principles outlined by Istitābat al-‗Arab (Bachtiar et al., 2024; Bux 

et al., 2022). The integration of such technologies supports the principle‘s emphasis on 

transparency, accountability, and purity (ṭahārah) in the halal supply chain. As the halal 

market becomes increasingly globalized, these innovations allow for the harmonization 

of halal standards across different jurisdictions. Ultimately, the intersection of ethical 

consumption, regulatory practices, and technological innovations underpins the 

discourse surrounding halal food, making Istitābat al-‗Arab a timeless and adaptive 

principle. Its application continues to ensure that Malaysia‘s halal food industry remains 

at the forefront of both religious compliance and modern governance (Ab Talib and 

Zulfakar, 2024). 

 

Limited integration within Malaysia’s halal governance system 

Analysis of Malaysia‘s current halal certification framework (e.g., JAKIM and MS 

1500:2019) reveals that Istitābat al-‘Arab is not explicitly integrated into existing halal 

assessment protocols. Regulatory bodies prioritize empirical testing and scientific 

validation over jurisprudential reasoning based on moral perception or cultural instinct. 

This gap limits the spiritual and ethical dimensions of halal verification, reducing it to a 

procedural exercise rather than a holistic system grounded in fiqh al-at’imah. The study 

suggests that incorporating Istitābat al-‘Arab could enhance moral accountability and 

restore the link between halal governance, public trust, and religious authenticity. 

Strengthening this integration would enable a more balanced halal system that fuses 
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spiritual, ethical, and scientific validation processes. Therefore, the study underscores 

the necessity for policy reform that operationalizes Istitābat al-‘Arab within Malaysia‘s 

national halal standards to uphold integrity and transparency. The concept of Istitābat 

al-‘Arab plays a crucial role in assessing halal compliance in Malaysia, particularly in 

cases where definitive texts are unavailable. This principle emphasizes rational and 

contextual analysis, drawing upon the broader Islamic legal framework that governs the 

consumption of halal food and beverages. Such considerations ensure food safety and 

align with the maqāṣid al-sharīʿah, which aims to promote well-being and prevent harm 

(Hamidifani and Karim, 2023). In contemporary Malaysia, challenges persist due to 

inadequate integration within the halal governance system, including improper 

certification processes that undermine consumer confidence and market integrity 

(Supriyadi et al., 2024). Strengthening the application of Istitābat al-‘Arab can provide 

a more coherent jurisprudential foundation to guide halal certification, ensuring 

consistency across various sectors. Moreover, its adoption fosters a balance between 

religious authenticity and administrative efficiency, which is vital for maintaining 

Malaysia‘s credibility as a global halal hub. 

It is essential for stakeholders, particularly those in the supply chain, to enhance their 

understanding of halal standards to ensure compliance and quality, especially in areas 

like animal feed (Jamaludin et al., 2021). The rigorous standards imposed ensure that 

products not only meet halal criteria but also satisfy consumer expectations regarding 

safety and ethics (Hafsan et al., 2021). By incorporating Istitābat al-‘Arab into 

operational practices, industry players can strengthen ethical awareness and 

accountability throughout the production process. Furthermore, educational initiatives 

and continuous training based on this principle can empower stakeholders to interpret 

and apply halal requirements with both technical precision and spiritual insight. 

Therefore, addressing contemporary challenges through Istitābat al-‘Arab can 

effectively bridge gaps in halal governance and enhance compliance. 

 

Contemporary relevance for emerging food technologies 

The principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab demonstrates renewed relevance in guiding ethical 

evaluations of modern food technologies such as cultured meat, insect-based protein, 

and synthetic gelatin. It provides a flexible moral compass based on fitrah (natural 

disposition) and communal sensibility, allowing scholars to assess new food sources 

beyond strict textual boundaries. The findings show that Istitābat al-‘Arab can bridge 

classical Shāfi‗ī jurisprudence and modern halal innovation by ensuring that new 

products align with both Shariah ethics and consumer intuition of purity and 

wholesomeness. Additionally, the principle can serve as a jurisprudential benchmark for 

assessing the ethical legitimacy of biotechnological food advancements in the halal 

industry. Hence, its application provides a sustainable and future-oriented framework 

that balances innovation, spirituality, and consumer confidence in halal food production. 

The principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab, which aids in deducing the permissibility of animal-

based food sources in the absence of explicit textual evidence, is highly relevant in the 

context of contemporary food technologies in Malaysia. The evolution of halal 

certification processes, influenced by emerging technologies, enhances transparency and 

public confidence in halal products. This evolution is particularly crucial as the food 

supply chain adapts in the aftermath of COVID-19, necessitating robust regulatory 

frameworks (Davids and Sabrain, 2022). The integration of Istitābat al-‘Arab within 

these modern regulatory mechanisms ensures that technological advancements remain 
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consistent with Shariah objectives and ethical norms. Furthermore, its application 

reinforces the principle of tayyib (wholesomeness), ensuring that innovation in food 

technology continues to uphold spiritual purity and consumer trust in halal integrity. 

The support of Malaysian authorities in promoting halal certification, especially for 

micro and small enterprises (MSEs), is vital for enhancing their international 

competitiveness (Abu Bakar et al., 2023; Anggarkasih and Resma, 2022). Despite 

various challenges, including gaps in awareness and knowledge, training initiatives 

significantly increase the intention to pursue halal certification among food producers 

(Oemar et al., 2023a; 2023b). Strengthening these initiatives with guidance rooted in 

Istitābat al-‘Arab can cultivate a deeper understanding of halal principles among 

entrepreneurs and regulators alike. Moreover, aligning capacity-building programs with 

this classical principle encourages ethical entrepreneurship, fostering sustainable 

business practices within the halal ecosystem. As Malaysia reaffirms its commitment to 

halal standards sustainably, these modern frameworks must integrate traditional 

principles such as Istitābat al-‘Arab, ensuring compliance with both contemporary and 

historical ethical requirements for food (Ariffin et al., 2023). 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the principle of Istitābat al-‘Arab holds significant potential to enrich 

Malaysia‘s halal regulatory framework by addressing ambiguities in animal-based food 

sources where explicit textual guidance is absent. As modern food technologies and 

global supply chains introduce new challenges to halal integrity, this classical juristic 

tool offers a flexible, ethics-based complement to existing certification protocols. Its 

relevance spans legal interpretation, ethical oversight, and consumer trust—especially in 

areas like synthetic meat, animal feed, and imported by-products. However, limited 

integration of this principle within current halal governance systems and divergent 

scholarly views highlight the need for standardized application and multidisciplinary 

engagement. Future research should explore how Istitābat al-‘Arab can be 

operationalized across emerging food sectors, and how collaboration between Islamic 

jurists, scientists, and policy actors can ensure both religious authenticity and practical 

compliance in Malaysia‘s evolving halal ecosystem. 
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